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pat re ss 
Bisinenway aCe ne 


Jackson 


The biennium that ended June 30 
was one of the most difficult, 
_ problem-filled periods that | can 
recall in my long association with 
the department and its activities. 

We experienced, one after the 
other: declining revenues and inflated 
costs; a hiring freeze; a change in 
directors; personnel layoffs; a change 
in policy from heavy new 
construction to emphasis on 
preservation of the existing highway 


measure; zero base — budgeting for 
most of the department; and a 
protracted legislative session in which 
a new revenue package was not 
passed until the final day. 


Any organization going through 
such a_ series of changes and 
uncertainties would be bound to 


suffer some decline 
I’m sure that has 
ODOT. 

Because of that, no doubt, some 
work projects have slowed down, 
and some good people have become 


in morale, and 
been true in 


to pursue their careers elsewhere. 

We must put those troublesome 
times behind us now. 

There is every reason to feel 
optimistic about, the future, and that 
is the attitude | want to encourage. 
We on the Commission certainly feel 
that way. 

Barring unforeseen circumstances, 
there will be no further reductions 
now in our work force. The 
legislature authorized budgets that all 
of us can “‘live with” during the 
next biennium. And the job to do is 


Renew the “can do” spirit 


important than ever. 

1 would personally like to see 
that ‘‘can do” spirit of the old 
Highway Department renewed and 
spread to every aspect of ODOT. 

Let’s show the legislature and the 
people of Oregon that we are 
worthy of their trust and confidence, 
that we are putting our best effort 
into our assigned responsibilities...and 
that we can get the job done. 


Sincerely, 
Glenn L. Jackson, Chairman 
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Congressman 
views Oregon's 
road system 


The chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on» Surface 
Transportation, Rep. James Howard, 
D-New Jersey, agreed with Oregon 
officials pecett that more 


neede 


pits ee he 19 


In Oregon to address a eanvention 

in Portland, Howard spent a_ half 
day with ODOT Director Bob Burco 
on a helicopter inspection tour of 
highways in the metropolitan area 
and the Willamette Valley. 

In Salem, Howard conferred with 
Gov. Bob Straub and members of 
the Transportation Commission, and 
met later with Salem Mayor Kent 
Aldrich and other city officials. 


Should be flexible 


Straub told the congressman that 
Oregon has nearly completed its 
Interstate System, but that our 
primary and secondary systems are 
in need of urgent repair. 

The ‘governor said the new 
highway act should be _ flexible 
enough so that individual states 
could address their own _ particular 
problems, without being restricted by 
congressional 

“Federal highway funds now come 
to Oregon in 23 different pots,” 


Straub said, ‘‘and we’d like to see 
just one big check.” 
Howard agreed there are too 


many categories, and said he had 
been working to reduce them. He 
said he had also been trying to 
reduce the “red tape” involved with 
federal aid. 


Formula needed 


“mass transit trust 
meet the 
intercity 


Howard said a 
fund’”’ was needed to 
problems of urban and 
transportation problems. 

He said his subcommittee will 
begin hearings in late August, and 
that among other issues, he will be 
searching for a formula to end the 
interstate system. Under the present 


rules, Howard said, states cannot 
afford to be “honest” about their 
actual intentions for fear of losing 


available funds, 

In a followup meeting with Salem 
officials, Howard received a briefing 
on the progress of the 1-305 
Interstate transfer. 


ibility” a “fewer tee 
i ea 


categories or priorities. © 


0 tom es. 


Explaining. Oregon’s transportation system and needs to Congressman James Howard, second from right, chairman of 


the House Subcommittee on Surface Transportation, are Gov. Bob Straub, 
left, and Oregon Transportation Commission member, Peter Brix, second from left. 


right, and ODOT Director Bob Burco, far 


Governor to dedicate new Public to hear 
Champoeg visitor center 


The new visitor center at 
Champoeg State Park will be 
officially dedicated August 10 at 10 
dome By \GOVee. BObmmStradb. 
Ceremonies will take place at the 
visitor center near the park entrance. 

Oregon Transporation Chairman 
Glenn Jackson will serve as master 
of ceremonies, and Loren Stewart, 
chairman of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee, will 
handle introductions, 

The new visitor center will be 
open to the public from 11 am. to 
7 p.m. daily through the summer, It 
will offer visitors an opportunity to 
learn about the historical significance 
of Champoeg in the development of 
agriculture, commerce, and 
government in Oregon. 

A series of interpretive displays, 
which include paintings, photographs, 
maps, scale models, artifacts, and 
audio programs, enable visitors to 


trace the various periods of 
Champoeg’s history under the overall 
theme ‘“‘Champoeg: the birthplace of 
Oregon Government.” 

The center also 
information section where an 
attendant is on duty to answer 
questions, hand out brochures, and 
help orient visitors to the historic 
and recreational features of the park 
and surrounding area. 

Slide programs, films, and lectures 
will be presented in the auditorium. 
A park naturalist will conduct nature 
walks, give evening slide programs in 
the campground, and_ organize 
activities for children. 

State Parks Superintendent Dave 
Talbot said, ‘We believe that the 
historical displays in the new visitor 
center will be of particular interest 
to park visitors in this Bicentennial 
era, when interest in history is being 
rekindled throughout the nation.” 


contains an 


six-year plans 


The 
annual 


Highway Division’s _ third 

Six-Year Highway 
Improvement Program review will 
include 41 public meetings held 
throughout the state in September 
and October. 

One meeting will be held in each 
of the state’s 36 county seats, plus 
five more meetings in the Portland 
metropolitan area. 

The Six-Year Program outlines 
highway project timetables and 
estimated costs on a_ year-by-year 
basis. This year’s review will focus 
on two alternative programs: one 
based upon current revenues; the 
second based upon _ increases if 
recently enacted state legislation goes 
into effect. 

The more than forty statewide 
public review meetings will take 
place during the months of October 
and November. Final Transportation 
Commission approval is expected 
next January. 
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Director's corner sit*s 


~ BOB BURCO 


The legislative session, just passed, 
called on a great deal of teamwork 
from members of ODOT—not only 
from those with direct daily contact 
with the legislature, but the many 
staff people who supported these 
efforts with technical analyses and 
background briefings. The key to 
good legislative relations, however, 
comes long before the session ever 
starts, 

We, here in Salem, must count on 
all of you in your daily contacts 
with people in whatever communities 


you serve to create an atmosphere 
of cooperation that will influence 
local legislators’ attitudes toward us 


all once they arrive in Salem for 
each legislative session. 

Much. of this aided us_ in 
obtaining passage of the greatest 
share of our legislative program this 
session. Therefore, a hearty vote of 
thanks from this office to all of 
you. 


This kind of constructive attitude in every local community will have to 
be one of the key factors that can underlie our efforts to obtain passage of 
the two-cent .gas tax increase next spring. Some administrators from Salem 


and the highway region offices will 
briefings during the next. 
commerce, 


be out making speeches and holding 
few months for 
and other interested parties about our financial needs. 


chambers of 
But it will 


service clubs, 


be your personal contacts with friends and neighbors which will probably be 
even more influential in gaining community confidence in our ability to use 


those resources wisely. 
1 am_ hopeful 


that a heightened sense of morale and performance, as 


addressed in our Chairman’s letter in this issue of VIA, will begin to build 


this much needed support, 
Transportation organization. 


There are several things happening now. which 
of us. 


sense of future directions for all 


both within and without the Department of 


| hope will consolidate a 
As of July 1, most of our highway 


design functions were transferred to a Technical Services staff, available for 
assisting all modes in the engineering development of projects. This Technical 


Services’ function, | hope, will 


carry the same traditions of excellence to 


more varied engineering designs in the future that they have had for highways 


in the past. 
directions. 


Also, a Policy and Program Development function is now in the process of 
| am hopeful that it can move swiftly to bring together a 


being formed. 


It ought to be a challenge for engineering TE 


in new 


comprehensive program for all divisions of the department, and a statewide 
transportation plan within the next year and a half. 


Meetings 


Vehicles and Parks, | hope, 


going on now between the field 


staffs of Highways, Motor 


will provide all of you with insight on what 
other divisions within the department are doing. 


1 will make every. effort to 


attend these meetings and- to share with you some of the concerns of the 


Commission and staff here in Salem. 
Finally, it is hoped that, 


individual loyalties to divisions. 


within the next month or so, we will 
logo for the department that we can all identify with, 


have a 
in addition to the 


| look forward to renewing acquaintances with many of you in field visits 


during the summer 


Air search, 


The one man who runs the Air 
Operations and Safety Unit of the 
Aeronautics Division performs an 


invaluable service for the flying 
public. 

Ralph McGinnis, assistant 
administrator of the _ division, 


coordinates the air search and rescue 
operations for all non-military 
aircraft flying in Oregon. He is on 
call 24 hours a day, ready to. call 
out a search for any overdue 
aircraft. 

McGinnis is contacted by the 
Federal. Aviation Administration any 
time a pilot does not close his flight 
plan at his destination point. But 
not all preliminary searches are 
begun as a result of these. calls. 
Pilots. are not required to file flight 


plans, so the FAA has no way of 
knowing if some airplanes have 
reached their destinations. McGinnis 
says he often finds out about 


downed aircraft through families who 
are concerned about a missing pilot. 

McGinnis checks out each report 
further before instigating a search. 
“Some pilots just don’t check back 
in at the end of a flight. We’ll try 
to. track them down at their 
destination, and contact their families 
and friends to see if they completed 
the run.” 

The state * is 


divided into 25 


search sections, with a search chief 


Fal t4 « : 


now that our legislative friends have departed for home. 


in each. When McGinnis determines 
that a search should be made, he 
contacts the search chiefs in all areas 
where the plane was supposed to be 
flying. ‘Most of these search chiefs 
have constant access to planes,’’ says 
McGinnis. ‘‘Many own small airplane 
business or pilot schools.” 

Search chiefs have their own 
network of private pilots to contact. 
“We use everybody we can get our 


Ralph McGinnis 


What did it all mean? 


Highway Division... 


By H. S. Coulter 
State Highway Engineer 


The outstanding impression that 
comes to mind in reflecting on this 


legislative session is the awareness 
displayed by our legislators about 
the importance of preserving the 
public investment in the highways 
throughout Oregon. Over and over 
again (and yet, | may have only 
visited with the right  peiple), 
senators and _ representatives alike 


commented on the need for funds 
to maintain or keep our network of 


highways safe and convenient for 
motorists to use, 
The Ways and. Means 


subcommittee working on our budget 
repeatedly expressed the desire to 
work toward a program that would 
provide more “concrete and asphalt” 
on .our roads. Various committees 
and legislators investigated a myriad 
of different concepts that would 
provide revenues needed to maintain 
the highway system. 

Particularly in the face of the 
defeat of ballot measure 8 _ last 
November, | was very pleased with 
the revenue package adopted by the 
1977 Legislative Session. Ahead of 
'us remains the challenge of 
informing the voters of this need to 
preserve and maintain our highways. 

Our dedicated and efficient winter 
maintenance crews will continue to 
plow access roads and parking lots 
for winter recreation areas, but the 
monies. necessary for this activity 
will come from Sees tags sold to 


Letter to th 


aay. the Editor: iy ii a 


The Oregon Legislature started the 
Youth Litter Patrol program to 
provide jobs for needy kids. It did 
not do it to provide jobs for the 
sons and daughters of employes. 

| helped set up this program 
when it was first inaugurated and | 
made it a rule not to hire children 
of employes. This was a _ correct 
moral decision but since nobody ts 


rescue coordinated by Aeronautics 


hands on,’ says McGinnis. In. a 
typical search, McGinnis _ is 
coordinating efforts between local 


sheriffs (who have jurisdiction over 


the ground search), the Forest 
Service, and the State Police. The 
National Guard often sends out its 


own aircraft on a search, so the 
Aeronautics Division must coordinate 
its efforts as well. 

Sometimes he’ll fly to the scene. 


Re 


at the rere of the Acronaittics Divison’ s ‘Cessna. 401. ans 


~ minding — te 


SCOTT COULTER ; aa 


the users of these areas and not be 
a drain on regular highway user 
taxes. 

We will also be 
grooming the 
responsibility previously that of the 


: 

4 a 

responsible for a 

the 

Wildlife Commission. We anticipate % 
a 


snowmobile trails, a 


negotiating agreements with various Eg 
National Forests for the actual work. — 


Several modifications of statutes — 


_relating to outdoor advertising were 


made by this 59th 
Assembly. In general, a 
should help travelers find the 
motorist-oriented businesses they 


. 
desire. Some rules and _ regulations : 
5 
5 
, 


Legislative Re. 
these changes 


will have to be adopted by the 


Travel Information Council to — 
f + 


cont. on page 6 Leen A 


store any 
decision is being violated. - ; 

| hope the Administration wile pees. 
abandon their laissez-faire attitude 
towards things and enforce a strict 
no-nepotism policy towards this 
program that was obviously started 
for the needy, not the greedy. 


Carl M. Williams — 
Regional Engineer 
Oregon State Highway Division 


but McGinnis is usually found 
supervising a search from his office 
at the Aeronautics Divison at the — 
Salem airport. ‘That way people 
know how to get in touch with | 
me,” he says. “You really can’t run 
a search from the field.” “% 

Since McGinnis gets 20 to 25 
calls on overdue aircraft for every 
search he instigates, much of his 
time is spent answering calls and 
administering the program. He’s never 
far from the action, however. He has 
a radio and state telephone system a: 
hooked up in his home, and carries 
a telephone pager with him 
everywhere. He says he can never be 
more than 10 minutes from a 
telephone at all times, except for 
three weekends a month when other 
men from the Aeronautics Division 
monitor the calls. 

The Air Operations and Safety 
Unit has other responsibilities, too. 
McGinnis conducts airport inspections 
and makes airport site approvals. He 
must be aware of and eliminate 
safety hazards to aircraft, from low — 
telephone lines to unsafe runways. - 

Seven years ago, the Legislature 
directed the Aeronautics Board to — 
make an airplane available to state 


agencies for business purposes. — 
McGinnis flies the division’s m 
seven-passenger Cessna 4Ol, 


pale: employes all over Oregon 
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Parks to get | 
General Funds 


By Dave Talbot 
Superintendent 


The activities of the 1977 


legislative session included a careful 
review of the State Parks and 
Recreation Branch budget by 


Subcommittee 6 of the Joint Ways 


and Means Committee. One result 
was. a major realignment of the 
proposed acquisition program, 


particularly with respect to Greenway 
acquisitions, which were disapproved. 
A major “first”? gave Parks the 
direct authority to buy land from 
proceeds resulting from the sale of 
surplus Parks’ properties. Another 
‘first’? was the allocation of General 
Funds to the Parks’ budget. 

The Subcommittees made Parks 
less dependent upon Highway Fund 
financing and, gave support instead 
to alternative revenue sources. 
Although the proposed acquisition 
program was significantly reduced, 
approval of a. supplemental, 
“carryover” budget resulted in an 
approved funding level for 
acquisitions which was roughly the 
same as requested. 

Other legislative activity resulted 
in the passage of significant 
finance-oriented measures. One such 
measure established separate Parks 
-and Recreation Account within the 


it on. 


“draw” from 


_ Another revenue 
significance, SB. 1009, imposes an 
additional $2 per might on 
out-of-state campers staying in State 


Revenue bills © 


give boost 
to Aeronautics 


By Paul Burket 
Administrator 


The Aeronautics Division fared 
well in the 1977 legislative session 
in its request for increased revenues, 

HB 2046 increases the tax on 
aviation gasoline from 2 cents to 3 
cents a gallon. It also increases the 
deduction of refunds of the aviation 
gasoline tax, on fuel purchased from 
a nonlicensed dealer from 1 cent to 


3 cents a gallon. It is anticipated 
that HB 2046 will provide 
approximately $137,500 additional 


-revenue over the next two years. 
_. Another approved revenue bill, HB 
2048, changes the basic concept for 
computing aircraft registration fees. 
The bill establishes a fee structure 
based on age, size and type of 
aircraft rather than the fixed $20 
fee for all aircraft formerly in effect. 
An estimated $103,000 in additional 
funds will be generated by HB 2048. 
HB 2639 changes the pilot 
registration from an annual to a 
biennial procedure for all registration 
_ renewals, while maintaining all new 
registrations on an annual basis. The 
annual fee remains at $2 a year and 


$4 for the two-year registration. 


Other than the budget which was 
covered in last month’s VIA, these 
of legislation 

affecting the Aeronautics 
Division. 


7 
} 


Highway Fund and set a one percent 


bill of 


DAVE TALBOT 


Parks. This bill passed both houses 
by a wide margin and it is expected 
to result in an additional $1 million 
in revenues per biennium for Parks 
Branch operations. : 

Some Parks bills did not make it 
through the legislative process. Senate 
Bill 229, which would have given 
the Branch full division status, was 
not passed out of the Ways and 
Means Committee. Additionally, HB 
2306, a bill that would give Parks 
staff the authority to cite violators 
of Park rules, was tabled by the 


“House Judiciary Committee. 


Two. bills that would have 
streamlined the administrative 
processes relating to Scenic 
Waterways failed to pass, as did a 
bill which would have placed Natural 


Area Preserves under State Parks 


rable public tes 
an evening session of the Ways and 
Means Subcommittee, this program 
remained essentially unchanged 
except for the reduction in the 
proposed acquisition program. 


VIA 
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Public Transit: 
new name, more authority 


‘By Dennis Moore 
Administrator 


As a result of the 1977 legislative 
session, the Public Transit Division 
has a healthy budget increase, a new 
name, contract authority and funding 


for new studies and projects. 


The legislature gave strong 
support to the  governor’s 
recommended transit program in the 
budget. Approximately $2.8 million 
was authorized for the new biennium 
out of a $3.5 million General Fund 
request. The budget continues a 
program of ‘providing capital 
matching funds for large and small 
cities. Cities over 50,000 population 


were allocated $1.9 million and 
smaller areas $80,000, which will 
provide half of the required local 


match for federal capital grants. 
the division 
General 


For the first time, 
was authorized to offer 


Major legislation changes 


By Harold Grover 
Administrator 


Significant , legislation relating to 
the Motor Vehicles Division went 
right to the wire before it passed in 
the closing hours of the 1977 
session. 

HB 3261 will bring a return to 
annual motor vehicles registration, 
but the fee will remain at $20, 
which means a doubling of the fee. 
A last-minute amendment provides a 
reduced fee of $12.50 if one or 
more of the registered owners of a 
vehicle is 65 or older, but the 
reduction applies only to one vehicle 
per person. 

It also that the 
vehicles to pass 


provides 


requirement — for 


inspection by DEQ before 
registration remain on a_ two-year 
basis, even with the return to annual 
registration. 

The senior citizen reduction and 
DEQ exception will add programming 
and processing problems for the 
division, particularly since the 
measure has an effective date of on 
or after October 1.. That date meant 
implementation - planning began 
almost the next day after legislative 


‘adjournment. 

Another highly — significant bill 
enacted in the final hours’ of the 
legislature | is one approach to 
mandatory or compulsory motor 
vehicle liability insurance. Since it 


involves a massive major change in 
MVD programs and _ activities, it 
carries an effective date of July 1, 
1978. 

The bill prohibits operating motor 
vehicles registered in Oregon without 
liability insurance or other proof of 


future financial responsibility. It 
requires owners to certify existence 
of liability insurance before the 
division registers or renews the 


registration of a vehicle. Titles could 
not be transferred without the same 
certification, 

Both bills will require Emergency 
Board appearances by the division to 
request funding and _ personnel to 
support the measures. The exact 


amount of the request has not been 


determined as of this writing but, 
together, it will probably amount to 
over $1 million, MVD’s_ regularly 
approved budget for the biennium 
was $26.7 million. 


Funds for operating expenses of 
smaller urban and rural transit 
systems. Although large cities receive 
operating assistance from the federal 
government, this help is not available 
to smaller areas. The $380,000 
approved will help seven or eight 
areas. Supportive programs 
(marketing, planning and 
experimentation) are also funded by 
$40,000. 

An appropriation of $300,000 in 


General Funds was made to the 
Emergency Board to be released 
upon an improved _ Intercity 


Transportation Program. 

FOU he node male wpnog cams 
administered by the division will also 
be continued into the new biennium. 

Aside from the budget, there were 
several other measures which affect 
transit in Oregon. 

SB 16 authorizes a _ designated 


division of ODOT to enter into 
contracts to develop’ public 
transportation services. This bill 


means that the division could have 
the authority. to own, maintain and 
operate transit facilities. It also gives 
the authority to contract with 
intercity bus or rail passenger service 


providers on an _ on-going _ basis. 
Previous authorizations allowed 
contracts for service only on an 


experimental basis. 

SB 999 also affects the division 
by creating a nine-member Willamette 
Valley Rail Study Committee to. 
TMV Cr Sicksd Codnty Coneen daha make 


recommendations to the 60th 
Legislative Assembly on_ the 
feasibility of rapid rail. It requires 
staff support by the division and 
Sets aside a9 50; 0005MiIny wthe 
Emergency Fund for committee 
activities. 


MVD laws 


HAROLD GROVER 


In addition to these two 
measures, another significant bill 
increases Motor Vehicles Division 
authority and_ responsibility to 


inspect automobile and ‘other dealers 


licensed by the division. The bill, 
HB 2388, also redefines the term 
“dealer” and establishes a definition 


for “dealership.” Fees for dealer and 
wrecker licenses were increased by 
the bill. 


The measure is significant because 
it is aimed at improving the state’s 


dealer licensing law and “curbing” 
curbstone car sales, and strikes a 
blow against growing auto theft 
problems. 

Fifty-seven bills were enacted 
directly involving division programs, 


activities, or laws. . 


AUGUST 1977 


VIA 


PAGE 4 


First solar showers 
built by Parks Branch 


Gamipers. Will, be taking 
sun-powered showers in two Oregon 
state parks this summer. 


Tumalo and  Washburne _ State 
Parks will have solar showers in 
operation through a demonstration 


project prepared by ODOT’s Parks 
and Recreation Branch. 

The solar showers are the only 
ones in the country, according to 
the National Solar Heating and 
Cooling Information Center in 
Washington, D.C. 

Landscape architect Joe Paiva of 
the Parks and Recreation Branch 
proposed the solar shower concept a 
couple of years ago, but lack of 
funds delayed the project. 

“Last year | got wind of: some 
grant money, so in cooperation with 
the Oregon Energy Department, we 
applied to the Pacific Northwest 
Regional Commission and_ received 
$30,000 to implement the program. 
| just couldn’t give up on a good 
idea,”’ Paiva says. 

Dick Holt, engineer with the 
Parks Branch worked with Paiva in 
the design of the two systems. 

The high desert of the Bend area 
and the Central Oregon Coast make 
Tumalo and Washburne State Parks 
good locations for trying the solar 


shower demonstration project in two 


bs i oe 


“Sun is needed, and we’ve got plenty here,”’ 


distinctly different climates. 

The Tumalo facility includes nine 
individual showers in a _ building 
constructed specifically for the solar 
panels. Water at Tumalo will be 
heated exclusively by the sun, with 
a propane heater used only as a 
backup. An additional innovation is 
the unisex concept, where all the 
showers open to the outside and are 
available for bathing by campers of 
either sex. 

The Washburne project ‘involves 
placing solar panels on the roof of 


an existing shower building and 
plumbing them in line with the 
existing propane. heater. The 


conversion is expected to reduce use 
of propane by as much as 50 per 
cent. 

Paiva says use of solar energy will 
increase in the future, with such 
things as solar showers common 
place in a few short years. He has 
been interested in the use of solar 
energy for many years and_ thinks 
the. state should lead the way in 
innovative energy use. 

“What we are saying is, ‘Look, 
citizens of Oregon, we are doing 
something to conserve energy,”’ Paiva 
says. “‘People can see that the state 
built these and they can see what 
solar power can do.” 


says Chuck Schutte, park 


ranger at Tumalo State Park standing near the new solar shower building, 


MVD introduces new ideas at Tualatin 


Harvey Townsend tells anyone 
looking for directions to his office 
to “look for the prettiest building 
on the block,” 

Townsend is manager of the new 
Motor Vehicles Division field office 
which opened July 5 in Tualatin. 
“This. is the spot every other office 
is jealous as heck of,” he claims. 
Special attention was paid to the 
design and layout of the building, 
which was renovated from a 
combined service station and grocery 
store. 

The new office is expected to 
take much of the load off the busy 
Beaverton and Lake Oswego offices. 
Townsend has been involved in the 
planning and design of the new 
office since he was appointed its 
manager in September of 1976. Plans 
had originally called for an office in 
Tigard which would have opened last 
fall, but location problems sent MVD 
District Supervisor Bob Dow looking 
for an alternate site. 

Townsend spent nine months 
“filling in where they needed me” in 
MVD offices around the state. He 
did everything, from working the 
counter to conducting driver tests. 
“It was a real education,” he says. 


“| picked up good pointers on how 


other offices 


Operate.” He has 


previously worked in the East and 
North Portland offices, 

Townsend believes the Tualatin 
location is “far superior to anything 
we would have had in Tigard. This 
is the center of the growth area, 
and it has better access (and) it’s so 
close to the freeway.” 

MVD offices can admire more 
than brightly painted walls and a 
good location. The design of the 
Tualatin office allows for a drive-in 
window, which Townsend - says 
should be in use within the next 
two to three years, Drivers will 
never have to leave their cars for 
simple transactions, such as _ car 
registration renewals, 

The new office, second only to 
East Portland in size, has large 
conference rooms and offices for 
driver improvement hearings, 
defensive driving classes, and 
meetings. MVD also purchased land 
below the existing office to allow 
for future expansion. “The place was 
laid out with 10 years in the future 
in mind,” says Townsend. 

Despite its innovations and flashy 
looks, the office was fairly 
inexpensive to build and design. 

Its manager admits that the first 
days of operation were not very 
busy, but he predicts that situation 


Se ee 2 
Dora Bowman gives travel tips to 
visitors at Siskiyou info center. As 


many as 1000 visitors are helped on 
a busy July-August day. 


Some things 
never change 


The first Annual Report of the 
State Highway Engineer, issued in 
1915, contains this paragraph: 


Attitude of Engineers 


“Each individual in the employ of 
the State Highway Commission must 
realize that he is the servant of the 
people of Oregon. The _ traveling 
public is due full consideration in all 
matters affecting their convenience 
during the construction of roads and 
bridges. Engineers are urged to exert 
every ingenuity at their command to 
make this inconvenience of as light a 


nature as possible. Courtesy at all 
times is recommended and 
expected.” 

The state highway  engineer’s 
salary for the previous year was 
$3,000, and the state road fund 


totaled about $240,000. 


will change once people become 


aware of the new office. Only three 
employes presently staff the office, 
though plans call for a seven-person 
staff. ‘I think this place is going to 
go faster than most people think,” 
Townsend muses. 


Harvey Townsend says there’s more 
to envy about the Tualatin motor 
vehicle office than its bright exterior. 


- and some 


Dora Bowman: 


“We talk toa 
lot of folks” 


“Hospitality has been my business 
for longer than | care to admit,” 
said Dora Bowman, supervisor of 
ODOT’s Siskiyou Information Center, 
on 1-5 (northbound), south of 
Ashland. 

Dora has been at the Siskiyou 
center for 12 years, the last 11 
years as supervisor. She was the first 
person hired to work in the state’s 
first travel information center. Prior 
to that she was owner-operator of 
Campers Cove Resort at Hyatt Lake 
east of Ashland. 

“After selling the resort, | soon 
realized | missed being involved in 
tourism so jumped at the chance to 
apply for the new position at 
Siskiyou back in 1966. It’s a move 
I’ve never regretted. 

“In those days, we were serving 
about 16,000 visitors a season—six 
months—and today we log close to 
70,000. The newly remodeled info 
center and rest room facilities help 
us in caring for this traffic increase, 
We’re averaging about 400 visitors 
per day on the season, and that’s a 
lot of folks,” 


Could get tiresome 


Talking to hundreds of people 
every day could get tiresome for 
‘Dora and her assistants, Fern Fagan 
and Renee De La Cruz. But they all 


agree that their days are never 
routine, never dull, and never 
without the satisfaction of having 


helped someone, 
Most of the time they answer 
questions and direct tourists, but 


occasionally they are called upon for | 
7 


something extra. Dora related many 
“extra”? experiences—some _ pleasant 


different ways were all helpful to 
the traveling public. | : 

Most remembered was the time a 
school bus filled with California high 
school students on a field trip 
overturned and rolled down = an 
embankment a few hundred yards 
north of the center. The driver and 
two students were killed. Several of 
the critically injured were thought 
saved by the prompt arrival of the 
medical units that appeared on the 
scene, 


) Fern) was Vontcs thessspnone 
immediately to the police and 
first-aid units,’ Dora said. ‘Proving 


most important were her directions 
about the short cut to the actual 


location of the wreckage and the ~ 


injured,” 


“Mini ranch” 


Most tasks, though, are pleasant, 
she > said. People seem’ Very 
appreciative of our services which 
may vary from just providing a 
highway map and travel folder to 
suggesting a full week’s itinerary. 

When not on the job, Dora is 
busy with her 25-acre “mini-ranch” 
near Ashland. She raises roses, 
appaloosa horses, and Auracana 
chickens which lay blue and green 
eggs. Just this year, she started 
something new-—raising worms, 150 
bins of them. 

When asked if some people don’t 
“really” get under her skin, she had 
this to say: “When people appear 
abrasive, | find it challenging rather 
than irritating, and usually, after a 
little extra effort, | end up with a 
new friend—but, of course, not 
always.” 

Often referring to the ‘‘team 
effort” of the Siskiyou crew, Dora 
expressed appreciation for a fine 
staff, and for the highway 
maintenance people responsible for 
many of the compliments received 


from visitors about the clean rest — 
rooms and well kept grounds, 


a4 


unpleasant—which — in 
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‘onmnaeoe CANDID COMMENTS 


‘should be 


JEANNE FOSTER, PARKS | 
Clerical Assistant, Champoeg 


Yes. The 
visitors bring to 


money that out-of-state 
Oregon benefits 


“many areas of the economy, besides 


the tourist industry. However, state 
funds for this type of advertising 
spent in moderation. | 
would rather see more money spent 
on encouraging Oregonians to 


vacation in their own state and less 
from 


spent on attracting tourists 
outside the state. 


Peo od £ 
Be a ee en, “th = e 


| 


* : i ~~ 


BILL: CRAWFORD, PARKS 
Ranger 2, Valley of the Rogue 


| don’t think it’s really needed. I’ve 
talked to a pretty good cross-section 
of people, and most hear about 
Oregon through word of mouth. 
Many have never seen any 
advertising, they’ve just heard about 
our parks, beaches, Crater Lake, and 
other attractions. People are always 
seeking this’ information out on their 
own. 


HELEN WILLIS, MVD 
Representative 2, Ontario 


Yes, to a certain extent. We have a 
beautiful state, and by _ inviting 
tourists through advertising we could 
benefit financially, 


inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 
for length. 


Should 


RICK BRADEN, PARKS 
Management Assistant, Goose Lake 


Yes. Not only does advertising help 
boost our economy, but it provides 
a good information service that 
makes people aware of what Oregon 


does have. We’re here to serve the 
people, and _ providing that 
information should be part of our 


service to the visiting public. 


a. 


PAUL HARRIS, HWY 
Right of Way Agent 2, Metro 


Me. 


| feel it is a good idea to spend 
state funds to attract tourists 
because through advertising, more 


‘people are being exposed to Oregon’s 


beautiful country, historical 
monuments, and coastal and 
mountain resorts. This will in turn 
stimulate our economy. 


er 


<4, 
rd aa 
Bieta ccs bend 


: Bs. 


DON SLEDGE, HWY 
' Asst. District Engineer, Bend 


No. To the best of my knowledge, 


State funds are not used _ to 
supplement advertising for other 
‘major industries in Oregon. | feel 


the people who benefit directly from 
this advertising should be responsible 
for its cost. 


. 


PR 


DONNA BROWN, ENVIRONMENT 
Research Assistant, Salem 


If you mean buying magazine ads, 


no, unless there is a substantial 
monetary benefit to the © state. 
Oregon’s scenic beauty sells itself. 


Then too, our fame in environmental 
matters has spread so that people 
want to come and_ see_ for 


themselves. The money can be better 
spent in other critical areas. 


state funds be spent on advertising to attract tourists to Oregon? 


‘é 


DICK BORDEN, HWY 
Radio Tech 2, Burns 


The purpose of advertising is to 
attract. business and make a profit. 
If the state can return $2 to $3 on 
every $1 spent trying to attract 
tourists to Oregon, | would be in 
favor. Otherwise, | feel it would be 
unprofitable. 


© ray 
8 ™ 


GEORGE BAKER, HWY 
Engineering Technician |, Astoria 


No. If the state wants to advertise 
for tourism, let the tourists pay for 
it with a 6 cent gas tax on all 
out-of-state vehicles, one cent of 


which could go to the gasoline 
companies for bookkeeping and 
collection. 


BRUCE HARRELL, HWY 
HM 2, Reedsport 


Yes; on a small scale in the right 
way. Tourism is big business 
dollar-wise, and we in Oregon have 
the facilities and the room to handle 
tourists on a year-round basis. 
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Disney returns to central Oregon 


The Walt Disney Productions 
(WDP) film crew was in Oregon 
once again—this time in Bend filming 
“Bloodshy”’ last month. 


“*Bloodshy” is a $5 million 
feature film, with an _ estimated 
income to Oregon of $1 million, 
according to Warren Merrill, special 
projects manager in the ODOT 


Office of Public Affairs. 

The film is a comedy saga of the 
Old West about two © look-alike 
brothers, “‘one full of swagger and 
fight, the other filled with sweetness 
and light,” 

Some of the better-known stars 
include \ Karen Valentine, “Room 
222”, who plays a spunky cowtown 
schoolteacher; Don Knotts as a 
cocky deputy sheriff; Jack Elam as a 
creaky. gunfighter; and Darren 
McGavin as a crooked mayor. 

Jim Dale stars in three roles, 
playing the Bloodshy boys, Wild 
Billy and Eli, and their crusty old 
father, Jasper. 

Several. Oregonians play ‘‘bit parts’’ 
and appear in crowd scenes. 

The film crew has moved back to 
Disney Ranch, near Burbank, 
California, to complete. the camera 
work. 

The release date is proposed for 
mid-spring 1978. Negotiations are 


The Disney camera crew was based on a raft to shoot scenes Wy the 
Deschutes River near Bend for new movie “Bloodshy.” 


being made to have 
showing in Oregon. 
The WDP production boss, Bill 
Schneider, said “Oregon is a great 
place to film—especially for the type 
of films we do. We like Oregon not 


the premier 


just for its scenic qualities, but also 
for the quality and cooperation of 
its people. We hope to return soon.’ 
“The Disney people are great to 
work with,” said Merrill. ‘They do 
films that ‘Oregon can be proud of.” 


Metric bridges take ‘a little getting used to’ 


For the past year, the Highway 
Division has been posting speed and 
destination signs in metrics to 
educate Oregonians in the future 
measuring system of the nation. 

Now, it’s the Highway Division’s 
turn to get educated—by building 
metric bridges around the state. 

“We needed to find out just what 
the effects of metrication would be 
directly on the Highway Division,” 
according to Bill Tebeau, head of 
ODOT’s metrication.. system. “We 
need to find out early what 
problems we may run into in 
converting over to metrics. 

Two of the metric bridges—Pulaski 
Creek and Fat Elk Creek Bridges on 
Highway 42 near Coquille—are under 
construction, and are scheduled to 
be completed September 2. Ash 


af 


Creek Bridge is now being surveyed, 


and Millican Creek Bridge near 
Lafayette is presently in the design 
stage. 


Frank Morrison and Eugene Ash, 
both resident engineers in Coquille, 
say their crews haven’t found any 
real problems in building the two 
bridges according to metrics. It just 
takes a little getting used to. 

‘Everything we  stake—all the 
layout work—is in metrics,’ said 
Morrison, “It’s a little slower until 
you get used to it.” 

The crews got 
“diving right in. 
convert,” said Morrison. ‘We're 
thinking in metrics. The big change 
is trying to visualize just how’ much 
you’re talking about. We’re not 
familiar enough with the system: to 


used to it by 
We try not to 


asad 


i: Ca 
a 


Metric measurements are taken by Gary Colfax, engineering technician, left, 
and Eugene Ash, right, resident highway engineer from Coquille, 


be able to visualize what we’re going 
to end up with.” 

Ash agrees that he’s run into a 
few difficulties supervising his crew. 
“It has taken a little more time,” he 
Saldenmeclitcs easy to make a mistake 
because you’re not familiar enough 


(with the metric system). We always 
run a double check.’’ But, he adds, 
“we want to work straight and do it 


right.” 

The construction measuring 
devices, including rods, chains, and 
tapes, are graduated in metrics. But 
Tebeau' said the devices are not 


“true metrics.” 
Problem is suppliers 


“The main problem is with 
suppliers,” he ‘said. “The metric 
equipment we get isn’t really 
metric—it’s just standard devices 


converted to metrics. There are no 
truly 100 per cent metric supplies 
available.” 

Tebeau said he has been working 


with metrication experts in British 
Columbia, who he hopes can put 
him in touch with suppliers that 


furnish metric equipment. 

Supply problems aren’t found just 
in the construction state. Tebeau 
said the division could find no 
metric plan profile sheets, so bridge 
designers had to ‘‘jury rig’? some 
from conventional sheets. 

The main problem facing designers 
is one of ‘precision; specifically, just 
how far they must -carry conversions 
in order to be accurate. 

Because of this early practice in 
metrication, Tebeau believes the 
eventual mandatory conversion will 
not be difficult for the Highway 
Division. Oregon is one of just a 
few states who are making such 
preparations. “When the time comes, 
hopefully we will have solved any 
mechanical problems.” 

Tebeau said total 
cannot come about until 
government accepts the metric 
system in practice. ‘We have to 
gauge our conversion, because of our 
tie in with the federal system. We 
can’t do it all on our own.” He also 
said any supply problems Oregon is 
facing now should be resolved before 
complete conversion is implemented. 


conversion 
the federal 


‘Once industry converts, there 
shouldn’t be any mechanical 
problems.” 


Two foreign 
engineers 
visit ODOT 


Two engineers from Taiwan and 
Yugoslavia were briefed on ODOT’s 
bridge section during tours of bridges 
throughtout the United States. 

Ko-Ti Shih, an engineer with the 


Taiwan Highway Bureau, was 
especially interested in the design 
and construction of the Fremont 


Bridge. He indicated that Taiwan ‘is 
considering building a similar bridge, 
and that his Oregon stop was one of 


the most important during his 
nationwide tour. 
Shih graduated in — structural 


engineering from the 
Maryland. 

Stiplasek Berislav said — that 
Yugoslavia is a mountainous country 
with geography similar to that of 
the Pacific Northwest. He planned to 
visit Washington to learn more about 
its floating bridges. 

Stiplasek Berislav is a construction 
engineer with the Republic Roads 
Organization in Sarajevo, Yugolslavia. 
He graduated from the University of 
Sarajevo. 


Highway... 


cont, from page 2 
implement some of these changes in 
the law. 

Some change in our operations 
involving approval and filing of 
surveys that depict the subdivision of 
land will 
such surveys could be signed by a 
registered professional engineer and 
now will have to be. pclae by a 
registered land surveyor, 

We were unsuccessful during this 
session, as in previous ones, 
attempts to convince the legislature 
of the savings, particularly from a 
safety standpoint, that Oregon 
motorists could realize through the 
banning of studded tires. Abrasion 
from studs on rock particles in our 
pavements reduces ,skid resistance and 
the grooves worn in the surface trap 
water making it easier for vehicles to 
lose contact with the roadway and 
“hydroplane.” Attempts to obtain a 
“chain”? law were also unsuccessful. 

Several other measures were 
passed that will have some impact 
on the operations of the Division. 
The total effect of all changes 
probably won’t be known for several 
weeks or months. 


University of 


| am happy that this legislative 
session is over, “and ~ | ° can 
concentrate more on the job we 


have to do. As mentioned earlier, 
the big challenge facing us is the 
education and informing of 
citizens of Oregon, 
work for, 
our excellent 
highways. 


Out-of-staters 
pay fair share 


Nonresidents camping in Oregon 
state parks now pay a surcharge of 
$2 per day per site in addition to 
the currently established rates. 

The newly enacted statute 
signed by Gov. Bob Straub, 
made effective July 25, 

The basis of the surcharge is that 
a major source of financing for the 
state parks system is the recreation 
vehicle registration fee which is not 
assessed against out-of-state recreation 
vehicles. The statute was enacted in 


the people we 
of the need to maintain 
but deteriorating 


Was 
and 


intent of the surcharge is to provide 


that nonresidents pay their fair share 


of the parks system costs, 


be necessary. Previously, _— 


rhe aaa 


in our — 


the — 


, 


_ recognition of this inequity, and the 
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1 know what 38, 20, 36 inches means, 
but what’s this 97, 51, 92 CENTIMETRES! 
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% Gormsen rep to disabled council 


Bob Gormsen has Been named the 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
representative to the Oregon 
Developmentally Disabled Council. 


We remember... 


:. C. A. “Dutch” Winings, 76, 

: retired park ranger, died June 29 at 
his home in Enterprise, following a 
brief illness. 

# “Dutch” was born in Lostine and 

st lived most of his life in Wallowa 

s County. 

Ss He was a park ranger at Wallowa 
Mf Lake State Park for several years 
before his retirement in 1965. 

His sister, son, and daughter 


survive. 

James F. Van Wormer, 55, section 
supervisor of district 11 in Klamath 
Falls, died July 4, 1977. 

Jim had 27 active years service 
with the Highway Division, plus 
several short work periods as a 
student and seasonal worker. He also 
worked a brief period for the State 
Police. 

His wife, Betty, and son, 
and two granddaughters survive. 

William Glenn Davidison, 69, 
retired Highway Division maintenance 
foreman, died June 29 in Albany 
General Hospital, after a brief illness. 

Glenn was born in Marion, 

Oregon, and was living there at the 
time of his death. 
He had worked for the division 
throughout the state, with paving as 
his specialty. After 43 years service, 
hee. retired ini 1973. He | was 
“maintenance foreman at Sweet Home 
at the time. 

His service was interrupted during 
_ World War Il, when he was with the 
2st Navy Construction Battalion 
Be eabees) in the Aleutian Islands and 
eae South Pacific. 

He is survived by three brothers, 
“two pital and a son. 


Doug, 


4 ‘4, 


Gormsen. will work with 
representatives from other _ state 
agencies and private organizations, 


medical experts and developmentally 
disabled persons and parents to solve 
problems faced by Oregon’s 40,000 
handicapped persons. 

“A universal problem shared by 
all developmentally disabled people is 
transportation,’’ Gormsen says. 

Gormsen has outlined the Mass 
Transit Division’s program for 
supplying motor vans to disabled and 
handicapped groups for the council. 
He also plans to report on the Lift 
System at Tri-Met in Portland, the 
Oregon Coast Hiking Trail and 
special license plates. 


seven join retiree ranks 


Seven ODOT employes have 
retired recently. Fellow workers 
extend gratitude and best wishes to 
all retirees, 


Earl W. Parker, highway maintenance 
worker 2, 31 years. 

Kenneth R. Cater, highway 
maintenance worker 4, 30 years. 
James Edward Chaney, highway 
maintenance worker 4, 26 years. 
Bertha E. Gilman, clerical specialist, 
23 years. 

Ray O. Hart, highway maintenance 
worker 2, 22 years. 

Dorothea LaVelle Haynes, motor 
vehicle representative 3, 20 years. 
Jess Barton, right-of-way agent 3, 14 
years. 


ASCE picks Quinn 


William J. Quinn, research 
coordinator for the Highway 
Division, has been elected president 


of the. Willamette Branch of the 


_ American Society of Civil Engineers. 
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Employes take promotions 


The following employes have been recently promoted. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Darrell 
Salem. 
Gary L. Baker, HWY, maintenance supervisor 1 to maintenance supervisor 2, 
LaGrande., 
Paul A. Blondin, ADMIN, 
Processing Section, Salem. 
John R. Davenport, ADMIN, engineering technician 3 to engineering technician 
4 in ODOT Graphics, Salem. 
Rose B. Eriksen, ADMIN, 
Services Branch, Salem. 

D. D. Gyllenskog, HWY, weighmaster 1, Eugene to weighmaster 2, Ontario. 
Terry L. Helman, HWY, maintenance worker 2, Baker to maintenance office 
manager, LaGrande, 

Rod J. Henry, HWY, right-of-way agent 4 to right-of-way agent 5, Salem. 
Jessie Humphrey, MVD, representative 2, Beaverton to representative 3, 
Florence van. 


K. Austin, HWY, maintenance worker 3 to maintenance worker 4, 


programmer to senior programmer in Data 


clerical assistant to clerical specialist in General 


Margaret Jacobsen, MVD, representative 1 to representative 2, Hood River. 


Elaine Jenkins MVD, clerical assistant in Salem to 


Woodburn. 
Alan King, MVD, clerical assistant in Salem to representative 1 in St. Helens. 


representative 1 in 


Elvia Laudahl, clerical specialist in Salem to representative 1 with the 
Florence van. 
LeAnn Parker, HWY, clerical assistant to secretary in right-of-way, Roseburg. 


Richard A. Phillips, HWY, weighmaster 1 to weighmaster 2 in Hood River. 
William Schlitzkus,, MVD, representative 2 in Beaverton to representative 3 in 
Lebanon. 

Vernon J. Schultz, HWY, weighmaster 1, Eugene to weighmaster 2, Ontario. 
C. J. Smith, HWY, maintenance supervisor 1 to maintenace supervisor 2, Odell 
Lake. 

Marvin L. Stuber, 


HWY, maintenance worker 1 to maintenance worker 2, 


Tillamook. 

Louis Voytko, MVD, representative 2, Klamath Falls to representative 3, 
Umatilla. 

Robert J. Waldher, HWY, weighmaster 2, Hood River to weighmaster 3, 
LaGrande. : 


James F. Woll, HWY, weighmaster 2, Ashland to weighmaster 3, Ontario. 
Barbara Wootan, MVD, representative 1 to representative 2, St. Helens. 


Robert Hes MVD, representative 1 to representative 2, Newport. 


BARBARA. WOOTA 
MVR 2 


Hiker’s guide 
off the press 


A. HIKER’S GUIDE TO “THE 
OREGON COAST TRAIL, Columbia 
River to Tillamook Bay, has just 
been published by the State Parks 
and Recreation Branch. 

The 150-page guide includes maps 
of the 64-mile trail, and descriptions 
of what to look for at the various 
mileposts along the trail. Also 
included is advice on how to plan 
and conduct a hike, some “do’s and 
don’ts,” plus information on_ the 
flora and fauna near the trail. 

The guide is available for $2.00 
per copy at the 31 state park 
headquarters around the state, and at 
Department of Transportation tourist 
information centers ‘at Portland, 
Astoria, Brookings, and Siskiyou 
(south of Ashland on 1-5), 

Copies also may be obtained by 
sending a check or money. order 
(payable to the Oregon State 
Highway Division) to State Parks and 
Recreation Branch, 525 Trade Street, 
Salem, Oregon 97310. 


DARRELL K. AUSTIN 
Maintenance Worker 4 


EARL PARKER 
d 31 years 
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Ken Lucas 


Career with Parks 
a family affair 


By Patty Farrell 


Ken Lucas is a real family man. 

His father, Owen Lucas, retired as 
a park ranger four years ago. His 
older brother, Owen Jr., is Region 5 
parks supervisor at LaGrande. 

Ken followed in the family 
footsteps when he joined the Parks 


Branch in 1955. He has just been 
promoted to park manager at 
Rooster Rock State Park, one of 


only two park manager 4 positions 
in the state. 

He has no idea if any of his own 
11. children will want to work for 
the Parks Branch, however. 


The 42-year-old manager has 
combined a successful career with 
the Parks Branch with an equally 


successful career as genetic father of 
four and adoptive father of seven 
“absolutely beautiful kids.” 

The two careers cannot be 
separated, if for no other reason 
than every time Ken has been 
transferred to a different state park, 
he’s moved a family of up to 13 


people with him. But even after 
seven transfers in 22 years, he 
believes that “as a manager moves 


from park to park, it does nothing 
but upgrade the park.” 


INeniae: Started aa iviSmucaneenammcsmed! 
highway maintenance worker in 
Coquille. “Il wasn’t cut out for that 


kind of work,’ he remembers. After 
three weeks on the job, his father 
told him of an opening at Neptune 
State Park. 

After a year and a half as a 
State Parks ranger, Ken knew he 
wanted to go into park management. 
He was promoted to management 
assistant at the Cape Arago-Shore 
Acres park district. 

He worked there two _ years, 
learning “every job in the park,” 
until he became a park manager 2. 
The promotion meant a move back 
to Neptune State Park, 


Second family 


As Ken grew with the Parks 
Branch, his family kept growing (and 
going) with him. By the time he left 
Neptune the second time to take a 
position as park manager 3 at Valley 
of the Rogue State Park, he and his 


wife Norma had four children of 
their own and had adopted half of 
what Lucas calls “our second 
family.” 


The Lucases were especially suited 
to Valley of the Rogue, since Norma 
could sp ursiuey hic hirtrestelhGst 
love’’—teaching. She enrolled at 
Southern Oregon College in Ashland 
and began working toward her 
degree. The family bought a (large) 


J 


Ken and Norma Lucas adopted seven children, above, because “we really like 
kids,”” The couple has formed a state-wide adoption placement agency. 


«e 


mobile home, and Ken says, ‘‘we 
were really glad to be away from 
the coast. | didn’t want to go 
back.” But an unexpected transfer to 
Harris Beach-South Beach “created 
the biggest hardship on our family.” 

Norma and Ken both wanted her 
to get her degree, so she and two 
of the children rented an apartment 
in Ashland, while Ken and the rest 
of the family moved to the state 
house at Harris “Beach: ihe 
separation lasted over a year, but all 
Ken can do is boast that ‘“‘she 
graduated with honors.” 


Beer parties and nudes 


Ken was able to prove his ability 
as a manager when he was assigned 
to head Champoeg State Park. He 
immediately faced more 
administrative duties - But his 
talents really showed when he began 
major construction within the park. 
He and his crews rebuilt the road 
through the park, constructed new 
picnic facilities, and helped build the 
Champoeg interpretive center. 

“My love is construction,” Ken 
says. “I love to be constructing a 
building.”” Most of Ken’s assignments 
have been in parks that required 
construction work at the time he 
was transferred. 

Ken sees his latest assignments as 
manager of 14° parks in the 
Columbia Gorge as “a different kind 
of challenge.” Besides the ‘‘usual” 
problems of keeping beer parties out 
of Dabney State Park and separating 
they nudes” -trommuthesemore 
conventional swimmers at Rooster 
Rock, he’s been assigned to 
reorganize the entire district. 

He has no doubts about 
supervising the 39 park employes in 
the district, and expects he'll be 
leaning on them a lot during his 
first months. “It’s really important 
to me that | have the support of 
my crews, and I strive for that,” 
Ken says. One of the biggest 
moments of his career was when he 
was chosen 1971 State Employe of 
the Year, not just because of the 
award itself but “because my crew 
(at South Beach) nominated me and 
worked the whole thing up. That 
meant a lot to me.” 


Room needed 


Ken hopes he’ll be 
Rooster Rock a_ while, 
ambitions take him further up the 
administrative ladder. “My talents 
really lie in administration,’ he says. 
“But not in the political arena. | 
have to have a job where I can 
work in the field, too.” 

Ken will also have to have a job 
where he can continue to pursue his 
second career. ‘‘The kids need a lot 
of room— Patricia, she runs like the 
wind...Jeffrey can really get around 
on his crutches. They couldn’t wait 
to move to the woods,” he. says, 
smiling. 

Ken . and Norma _ have always 
wanted other families to be able to 
€X perience; sthesus|OVerathatamseven 
adopted children have added to their 


staying at 
but his 


Ken Lucas expects “a different 
kind of challenge” as manager of 
Rooster Rock State Park. 


lives. They also know how many 
children are waiting to be adopted. 
So while Ken was. stationed at 
Champoeg, the Lucases joined with 
other parents of adopted children to 


form an adoption placement agency 


then named PLAN 
Adoptions Now). 
“We found the need for adoption 
placement in this state was not 
being met,” says Ken. “The agencies 
in Oregon were stifled. They 
couldn’t handle the flow of people 
that wanted adoption studies made 


(Plan Loving 


in their homes.” ee. 


PLAN acts as a go-between for 
adoption agencies and families. PLAN 
contracts with certified adoption case 
workers to conduct the home study 


required for a family to adopt a 


child. Ken says the time spent 
waiting for an available case worker 
to conduct the study is one of the 
most frustrating steps in the entire 
adoption process. 


PLAN helps place about 60 
children in homes each. year. The 
organizers hope to be able to 


eventually set up an adoption home, 
but “that’s a very expensive step.” 
The only funding for the agency, 
which has an office and director in 
McMinnville, comes from adoption 
study fees. 

Ken is a member of the board of 
directors and a former chairman, and 
Norma coordinates the pre-adoption 
meetings for prospective parents. 
“Norma’s really more involved now 
than | am,” says Ken. “She hopes 
to be able to continue her work 
with PLAN and still get a job as a 
teacher with one of the local 
schools.”’ 


“‘She’s a born teacher,” Ken says. | 


“She just really likes kids. 
Well,” he adds, “we both do.” 


Retirees Let Us Know What’s Happening 


The next ODOT retiree luncheon 
will be at noon, October 3, at the 
King’s Table restaurant on south 
12th Street in Salem, according to 


Hil Young, volunteer chairman of 
the group. 

CAOWO)y> 
William F. Howell, Curry Good 


Samaritan Center, P.O. Box 1217, 
Brookings 97415—Retired 1962. 

The retired Pistol River 
maintenance worker has entered a 
rest home with his wife. 

He worked for the Highway 
Department 25 years, and has 
traveled and fished since retirement. 


Harold V. Melchert, 1155 17th 
Street NE, Salem, OR—Retired 1973 

Harold enjoys retirement so much 
he says he has adopted the position 
of an old friend who often says, ‘“‘I 
have been so busy after retirement, | 
don’t know how I ever found time 
to work!” 

He and his wife have cruised in 
Mexican and Central American waters 
and driven to Kansas, where they 
toured Ozark country. They have 
several trips planned for this year. 

Harold is pienty busy at home, 
too. He sings in the Salem Senior 
Center glee club, and shows colored 
slides, maps and titles to several 


organizations, He enjoys taking trips 
with others who are interested in 
photography, ‘to keep in practice at 
the art.” 

He has nearly completed a project 
in writing the life story of Harold 
Melchert, which he took a class in 
last winter, 

Harold says he enjoys keeping in 
touch through VIA, 


Earl J. Henricks, 6941 Rainbow 
Drive SE, Salem, OR 97302—Retired 
1974 

Earl is another retiree who is an 
active member of the Salem Area 


‘Seniors, and says “I’m sure it is one 


of the very best in the nation.” 

He says he has ‘‘no regrets at all” 
about retirement, and has put the 
gifts his fellow employes presented 
him (including a fine cue stick and 
carry case) to good use. He and Les 


Farnum made an extended trip to — 


Yakima, the Spokane World’s Fair, 
and Eastern Oregon right 
retiring. Earl has also traveled to San 
Francisco, San Jacinto, Calif. and 
Port Angeles. 

Earl writes, “After 26 years as a 
mechanic, | now do all | can to 
avoid getting grease and oil on my 


hands just enough to. keep my own | 


car in good shape.” 


after 


